Immune response in biocompatibility.
Biocompatibility is concerned with the interactions that occur between biomaterials and host tissues. As foreign objects in that host tissue these materials may initiate several types of response. It has often been postulated that the immune response, by which the host normally defends itself against invasion by foreign organisms, can be involved in the response to biomaterials. This review discusses the mechanisms by which this could occur and the evidence that suggests the immune response is indeed of significance in biocompatibility.